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Dear INIB Member and fellow beekeeper

I am delighted to be given this opportunity of welcoming you to the 9th INIB Annual Conference, where I am sure you will have an interesting and informative day arranged by your INIB Committee, meeting old friends and making new ones as well as gaining those helpful bits of advice from your speakers.

INIB has been affiliated to BBKA since January 2009 and we greatly value your membership, your subscription gives your Association a voice in both INIB and BBKA affairs. 

From this subscription, a capitation fee is paid annually to BBKA and these combined fees are the only reliable income received by the national body, remember, it is your BBKA and its direction is set by policies agreed at the Annual Delegates’ Meeting at which INIB is represented.
The BBKA, a charity, is managed by 13 Trustees including the President who are elected by a meeting of delegates representing all BBKA’s member associations including the INIB, and a[image: image2.png]Ol
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re elected by rotation to ensure continuity, at an meeting of the association delegates held every January.

The Chairman and Vice Chairman are elected annually by the Executive Committee, and this committee manages the activities of BBKA in accordance with its constitution and charitable status, serving as trustees responsible for managing all aspects related to BBKA’s finances and its future direction.

Your representative, Tom Canning, is a valued member of the Education Committee, and is able to influence policy making and act as a link between INIB and BBKA.   

The BBKA now has 63 affiliated associations, this year the combined membership has risen to over 18,000 through the hard work of INIB and other member Associations, this growth follows the higher public profile of beekeeping fought for over the past 5 years by the BBKA, greater interest from HM Government and ongoing public concern for the environment and bees in particular.

EU and UK legislation, together with the broadening impact of varroosis, is making beekeeping more complex and it is the BBKA’s task to help all beekeepers keep up with changes and the latest developments. 

In recent years the BBKA has made major improvements to BBKA News, and intends to continue this work, maintains the BBKA examination and assessment framework, which operates independently within BBKA and has launched in the past few weeks the innovative training series Course in a Case (CiC) which is designed to help beekeepers from beginner through to Master. This training project has been launched with the help of funding provided under the Healthy Bees Project administered by The Food and Environment Research Agency (Fera)  

BBKA continues to work closely with Fera officials, the National Bee Unit, the Veterinary Medicines Directorate and Beekeeping Equipment Suppliers to provide the best possible services for beekeepers, with a view to try and help ensure beekeepers become more expert in recognising problems within bee colonies and better equipped to deal with them and has been able through its fund raising activities via its adopt a beehive scheme to begin putting sums of money into honey bee research projects.

If you are not an INIB member and would like more information on the benefits of BBKA Membership, including our comprehensive insurance policy, please do contact any of the INIB Committee who will, I am sure, be glad to give you a membership form. 

May I take this opportunity to wish you a good conference, in the capable hands of the INIB Committee and President Bill Turnbull and hope that I will have the opportunity to meet some of you on my next visit to Northern Ireland in 2011.

Thank you for your continued support

Yours Sincerely
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Brian Ripley

BBKA Chairman
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