THE INSTITUTE OF
NORTHERN IRELAND BEEKEEPERS
16th Annual Conference & Annual Honey Show
Saturday 19th October 2019
ENTRY FEES
Members (with lunch):

..................................................................................................

£30.00

(LUNCH: Chicken Pie, Met Pie, Salad with seasonal Vegetables, vegetarian option, with Robert Ditty’s Apple Pie)

Members (without lunch):

............................................................................................

Non Members (without lunch):

..................................................................................

K

£25.00

K

£35.00

K

Snacks and Lunch are available at the Lough Neagh Cafe, or bring a picnic and enjoy the Nature Reserve

entry fee for all delegates includes:
Tea/Coffee and Scones on arrival, morning and afternoon refreshments
and Ice Cream Social.

ADVANCE BOOKING AND PAYMENT REQUIRED
If you prefer to pay by BACS, you can download this form from the INIB website and
email to: conferencesecretary@inibeekeepers.com and request INIB bank details.
If you are resident in Ireland, for payment options please email:
conferencesecretary@inibeekeepers.com
If submitting your booking form by post, please make all cheques payable to:
THE INSTITUTE OF NORTHERN IRELAND BEEKEEPERS
Please complete the following and send, no later than friday 11th October 2019, to:
Gail Orr, 64 Ballycrune Road, Hillsborough, County Down, BT26 6NH

Name:

............................................................................................................................................................

Address:

..........................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................

Tel./Mob.:
Email:

Postcode:

........................................

....................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................

WITH THANKS TO OUR SPONSOR - DITTY’S HOME BAKERY
Please tick this box if you require a receipt

K

If you are not already a member of INIB, why not join and avail of member’s conference
rates. Our membership form is on the INIB website. www.inibeekeepers.com or email
membershipsecretary@inibeekeepers.com for details. Join us and receive monthly copies
of “The BBKA News” along with 3 to 4 copies of “The Buzz” our in-house magazine.

BOOKING FORM

Lough Neagh Discovery Centre, Oxford Island, Lurgan BT66 6NJ

2019 Conference Speakers
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Dr Sammy Ramsay University of Maryland
Dr Sammy Ramsays enduring interest in entomology started
22 years ago and shows no signs of waning.
His latest research sheds new light on and
reverses decades of scientific dogma regarding
Varroa. This pest is considered the greatest
single driver of global honey bee colony losses.
This exciting development is part of a major
study showing that the Varroa mite feeds on the
honey bee’s fat body tissue (an organ similar to
the human liver) rather than on its “blood,” (or
haemolymph). This discovery holds broad
implications for controlling the pest in honey bee
colonies. The results are expected to help
scientists develop more effective pesticides and
other treatments to help bees cope with a mite
known to spread at least five viruses.

“Dr Ramsey gave one of the most fascinating
and engaging scientific talks I have ever heard
and then brilliantly brought it around to being
applicable for beekeepers on any scale.”

Dr ramsey’s research helps explain why Varroa
mites have such detrimental effects on honey
bees, weakening their immune systems and
making it harder for them to store protein derived
from pollen and survive through the winter.

• Drivers of Honey Bee colony losses - what the
data actually says.

Karla Eisen, EAS Master Beekeeper, Virginia, U.S.A

DR RAMSAY’S TALKS WILL BE:
• Varroa destructor feeds on bee blood and two
other alternative facts;

You can follow Sammy on Facebook and YouTube.

Andrew Abrahams - we are delighted to welcome to this year’s
Conference and Honey Show, renowned black bee breeder from
Colonsay, Inner Hebrides of Scotland, Andrew Abrahams.
Andrew has kept bees commercially on
Colonsay for over 30 years and has wide
experience of honey production and queen
rearing. He holds the Scottish Beekeepers
Association Master Beekeepers Certificate and
has a BSc (Hons) Degree in Agriculture. He has
teaching experience in both beekeeping and
agriculture. Colonsay is home to one of
Europe’s few populations of pure Black Bees
(Apis mellifera) the UK’s native honey bee. The
bees on Colonsay are managed for commercial
honey production and queen rearing, but are
also of unique interest to honey bee
conservationists and scientists studying bee
diseases. The 50-60 stocks of Black Bees on
Colonsay are self-sustaining. Years of selection
have produced a productive and gentle strain.

In 2013 the Scottish
Government passed an
order under the Wildlife
and National
Environment Act (2011)
(WANE) that will
ensure Colonsay
remains a reserve for
Apis mellifera.

Andrew Abrahams

ANDREW’S TALKS WILL BE:
• Beekeeeping on Colonsay, how Andrew
manages his bees and the creation of a black
bee reserve;
• Andrew’s experiences in a Black bee reserve
in Tasmania and the Ligurian Reserve on
Kangaroo Island, Queensland.

